
MA 100 I NTERMEDI ATE ALGEBRA     Wi nt er  2003 
MTWR  4: 00 – 4: 50 p. m.     Jamr  209 

 
I NSTRUCTOR:   Mar sha Lucas  WS 3507   Phone:  227-  1663( W) ,   225- 1190( H)  

ml ucas@nmu. edu   
 
PREREQUI SI TE:  A C or  bet t er  i n MA090 or  sat i sf act or y scor e on t he Mat h 

Pl acement  Exam.   I f  you have any quest i ons about  your  qual i f i cat i ons 
f or  t he cour se,  see me wi t hi n t he f i r st  t wo days of  c l ass.  

 
OFFI CE HOURS:  Wi l l  be post ed out si de of  my of f i ce door  and on webct .     
   Ot her  t i mes by appoi nt ment  
 
MATERI ALS NEEDED:   
1.   Text book:      UNDERSTANDI NG I NTERMEDI ATE ALGEBRA ( 5TH edi t i on)  Hi r sch 
    and Goodman,  Br ooks/ Col e Publ i shi ng Co. ,  2002.  
2.   A gr aphi ng cal cul at or .   Al l  l apt ops shoul d be equi pped wi t h TI  

- I nt er act i ve whi ch i s a pr ogr am t hat  s i mul at es t he TI - 83.    I f  you 
pl an t o buy a gr aphi ng cal cul at or ,  t he TI - 83,  TI - 86,  or  TI - 89 wi l l  
ser ve wel l .   I f  you ar e goi ng t o t ake MA 171,  t hen t he TI - 89 or  TI - 86 
ar e t he best  choi ces.  

3.   A r i ng bi nder  not ebook f or  not es and homewor k.   The pages shoul d be 
 r emovabl e so t hat  you can hand t hem i n i f  r equest ed.  

 
ATTENDANCE:    
At t endance i s r equi r ed and wi l l  be t aken dai l y.   I n case of  an i l l ness or  

an emer gency t hat  r esul t s i n c l ass absence,  you ar e r esponsi bl e f or  
al l  not es,  homewor k,  qui zzes,  t est s and announcement s.   Do not  assume 
t hat  I  know you ar e i l l .   Document at i on wi l l  be r equi r ed f or  excused 
absences.   Use e- mai l  t o l et  me know.  

I f  you ar e absent  t hr ee or  l ess t i mes and have an aver age of  at  l east  
80%,  you may ask t o ski p t he f i nal  exam and r ecei ve t he gr ade t hat  you 
ar e ear ni ng at  t hat  t i me.   

Br i ng your  book,  homewor k,  and not ebook wi t h you dai l y.   You wi l l  need 
your  gr aphi ng cal cul at or / l apt op qui t e of t en,  I  wi l l  t r y t o al er t  you 
ahead of  t i me when you wi l l  need t hem i n cl ass.  

 
ASSI GNMENTS:    
 Readi ng and pr obl ems wi l l  be assi gned each cl ass per i od.   PLAN TO 
SPEND                      AN AVERAGE OF 2 HOURS ON EACH ASSI GNMENT.  I f  
you expect  t o ear n a r easonabl e gr ade i n t hi s c l ass pl an t o do al l  of  t he 
assi gned homewor k,  and a l i t t l e mor e i f  necessar y.  St udy your  t ext  wi t h a 
hi ghl i ght er  and a penci l  and paper  handy,  and go over  t he sampl e 
pr obl ems.   
 Be pr epar ed t o ask quest i ons about  t he homewor k at  t he begi nni ng of  

each cl ass.  I f  whi l e doi ng homewor k you have a quest i on do not  
hesi t at e t o cal l  me at  t he of f i ce or  at  home.      

  Assi gnment s wi l l  be post ed on webct .  
 
EVALUATI ON:   Ther e wi l l  be 5- 6 announced t est s t hat ,  t oget her ,  wi l l  

r epr esent  70% of  your  f i nal  gr ade.    



  Qui zzes,  usual l y announced,  wi l l  be gi ven of t en.   Unannounced,  “ pop”  
qui zzes,  wi l l  al so be gi ven.   Al l  of  t he qui zzes t oget her  wi l l  
r epr esent  15% of  your  f i nal  gr ade.   Qui z quest i ons wi l l  of t en come 
di r ect l y f r om your  homewor k.   You wi l l  be gi ven no mor e t han 5 mi nut es 
t o copy f r om your  homewor k assi gnment  t o t he qui z page,  t her ef or e i f  
you di d not  do your  homewor k you wi l l  have a di f f i cul t  t i me compl et i ng 
t he qui z.      

  A compr ehensi ve f i nal  exam wor t h 15% of  your  gr ade wi l l  be gi ven on 
Monday Apr i l  28t h f r om 4: 00 – 5: 50p. m.   ONLY STUDENTS WHO HAVE TAKEN 
ALL TESTS WI LL BE ADMI TTED TO THE FI NAL EXAM.   

  Your  gr ade f or  t he cour se i s det er mi ned by addi ng up al l  t he poi nt s 
you ear ned on t he qui zzes and t est s,  and t hen compar i ng t hat  t ot al  t o 
t he t ot al  poi nt s possi bl e.      A = 93- 100%;  A-  = 90- 92%,  B+ = 87- 89%;  
B = 83- 86%;   B-  = 80- 82%;   C+ = 77- 79%;  C = 73- 76%;   C-  = 70- 72%,  et c.     

 By depar t ment  r ul es,  you need a gr ade of  C-  or  bet t er  t o pr oceed t o 
t he next  mat h cour se.  

 
WARNI NG:    A r egul ar l y announced t est  or  qui z can onl y be made up i f  

ar r angement s ar e made wi t h t he i nst r uct or  i n advance!    No pop qui z 
can be made up.  

 
 
 

DISABILITY STATEMENT  
If you have a need for disability-related accommodations or services, please inform your professor or the Office of 
Student Support and Disability Services at 1104 University Center (phone: 227-1737) Reasonable and effective 
accommodations and services will be provided to students if requests are made in a timely manner, with appropriate 
documentation, in accordance with federal, state, and university 

  
 
 
MA 100 TENTATI VE SCHEDULE of  Exams and Chapt er / sect i ons .    Qui zzes wi l l  

be gi ven bet ween exams.    Some wi l l  be unannounced pop qui zzes wor t h 
up t o 10 poi nt s.   ( They cannot  be made up. )   The qui zzes wor t h mor e 
poi nt s wi l l  be announced i n c l ass.    

 
 Exam 1:   Sec.  1. 1- 1. 5,  2. 1- 2. 3   
 Exam 2:   Sec.  3. 1- 3. 4,  4. 1- 4. 4 
 Exam 3:   Sec.  5. 1- 5. 6 
 Exam 4:   Sec.  6. 1- 6. 4,  7. 1- 7. 2  
 Exam 5:   Sec.  7. 3- 7. 6,  8. 1- 8. 2   
 Exam 6:   Sec.  8. 4,  8. 6,  9. 5,  10. 1 
 
Ther e ar e no NMU cl asses f r om Mar ch 1 t o Mar ch 9.   Pl ease t r y t o ar r ange 

your  wi nt er  br eak pl ans so t hat  you do not  mi ss any cl asses.  
 
NOTES AND SUGGESTI ONS:  
1.  The exact  dat es of  t est s and r egul ar  qui zzes wi l l  be announced i n 

c l ass.   Pop qui zzes ar e unannounced.    
2.  I f  you need ext r a hel p do not  hesi t at e t o ask.  Cal l  me at  t he of f i ce 

or  at  home,  come t o my of f i ce or  go t o t he t ut or i ng l ab i n WS 3810.  



Ther e wi l l  al so be MA100 t ut or i ng t i mes avai l abl e at  t he al l  campus 
t ut or i ng of f i ce i n Jamr i ch.  

3.  The onl y st upi d quest i on i s t he one you f ai l  t o ask whi ch r esul t s i n 
your  mi ssi ng a pr obl em on a qui z or  t est .  

4.  To r evi ew f or  t est s,  i t  i s r ecommended t hat  you:  
   a)  Read t he Chapt er  Summar y at  t he end of  each chapt er ;  l ear n al l  t he 

 t er ms,  symbol s and r ul es.   
b)  Do t he Chapt er  Revi ew Exer ci ses,  Cr i t i cal  Thi nki ng Exer ci ses and 

Achi evement  Test .   
   c)   Go over  t he assi gnment s f r om each sect i on.   
5.   I f  you change your  at t i t ude you can change your  l i f e.   


