
Syllabus MA 103 Finite Mathematics 

Fall 2008  Section 01   CRN 80730 

        Section 04    CRN 80733 

 

Instructor:  JoAnn Buhl 

Office:  NS 1107 

Office Hours:  2-3  M,W,Th,F  and by Appointment 

e-mail:  joannbuhl@yahoo.com 

phone:  (math dept.  for leaving emergency messages only) 

  227-2020  

 

Meeting Times and Classrooms: 

  Section 01    12-1 M,W,Th, F 

    NS 1209 

     Section 04     1-2  M, W, Th, F  

    WS 2906 

 

Book:  Finite Mathematics, 2nd ed.  by Berresford and Rockett 

 

Technology:  A graphing calculator and an NMU laptop with internet 

connection are needed for the class.  We will occasionally use the 

computer program TI Interactive, which can be loaded for free via 

NMU onto your laptop, as well as accessing some pertinent web sites, 

and WebCT.   

 

Prerequisite:  MA100, with a grade of C- or better, or satisfactory 

score on Math Placement Exam. 

 

Topics Covered:  A review of functions, mathematics of finance, 

matrices and systems of equations, linear programming, and some 

probability and statistics.  This is primarily chapters 1-5 in the text. 

 

Final:  Section  01 Thursday, December 11,  from  12-2 

 (class meeting time 12 p.m.) 

 

           Section 04 Tuesday, December 9, from 12-2   

(class meeting time 1 p.m.) 



Grading: 

 

Quizes     10 Quizes @ 10 pts each = 100 pts 

Tests                   3 Tests @  100 pts each  = 300 pts 

Final                   1 Final  @  100 pts          = 100 pts 

Total Points possible                 500 pts 

 

Homework will be assigned, and is necessary for success on the 

quizzes and tests.  It will not be used as a grading tool, however.  

Homework is for YOUR benefit, and time will be allotted each class 

period to answer questions on the homework.     

 

Grade is a percentage of earned points out of the total points possible.  

For example, a person with 350 pts would have a grade of  

350/500 = .70 or 70%.  Standard grading will be followed: 

F    [0,60)      D-  [60,63)    D   [63,67)    D+ [67,70)    

C-  [70, 73)     C    [73, 77)   C+ [77,80)     B-  [80,83)  

B   [83, 87)      B+ [87,90)    A- [90,93)     A [93,100) 

 

General Introduction and Goals:  This course satisfies the 

Foundation of Natural Science/Mathematics requirement.  Students 

who complete this course should be able to demonstrate a basic 

understanding of mathematical logic; use mathematics to solve 

scientific or mathematical problems in college classes; express 

relationships in the symbolic language of mathematics; and appreciate 

the role of probability and statistics in analyzing natural phenomena. 

 

Disability Services:  If you have a need for disability-related 

accommodations or services, please inform the Coordinator of 

Disability Services in the Disability Services Office at 2001 C. B. 

Hedgcock (227-1700; or email disserv@nmu.edu).  Reasonable and 

effective accommodations and services will be provided to students if 

requests are made in a timely manner, with appropriate documentation, 

in acccordance with federal, state and University guidelines. 

 

 

 


