
MA 171 Probability and Statistics 

Section Four 

 

 

Instructor:  Rob Kipka   email: rkipka@nmu.edu 

Office Hours:  Mon. – Fri. 12:00 – 1:00 Office: NSF 1009 

Phone:  227-2558   Website: http://myweb.nmu.edu/~rkipka 

 

Prerequisite: C- or better in MA 103 or MA 105 or a satisfactory math 

placement recommendation. 

 

Room:   West Science 3801 

Meeting Times: MW 7:00 – 8:40 

 

Book:   Elementary Statistics: A step by step approach, 6
th

 edition 

Allan G. Bluman 

 

Required Supplies: Scientific Calculator 

 

This course satisfies the Formal Communication Studies requirement. 
 

These courses are designed to introduce students to the ways in which information and 

ideas are expressed using a communication system other than English.  Such courses 

should foster the student's ability to conceptualize and communicate in an orderly, 

rational manner.  Characteristics of a communication system include: 

1) possession of a grammar; 

2) operation from an established set of rules; 

3) reasoning properties such as deduction, inference drawing and problem 

solving.  

This includes courses in languages and those in which the central focus of the course is 

on statistics, computers or formal logic. 

 

 

Material: There will be four exams breaking the course into the following topics 

 

(1) Description of data 

(2) Probability and Probability Distributions 

(3) Confidence and hypotheses 

(4) Further hypotheses and regression 

 



Grading: There will be four tests worth 17%, a homework score worth 8%, and a 

final exam worth 24%. 

 

Your grade will be determined by the following scale: 

 

A [93,100] A- [90,93)  B+ [87,90)  B [83,87) 

B- [80,83)  C+ [77,80)  C [73,77)  C- [70,73) 

D+ [67,70)  D [63,67)  D- [60,63)  F [0,60) 

 

Tentative Exam Schedule: I would like to hold exams on the following dates, though I 

reserve the right to move an exam date to match our pace: 

 

 September 17
th

    One through three 

 October 17
th

     Four through six 

 November 7
th

     Seven and eight 

 December 3
rd

    Nine, ten, eleven 

 

Final Exam: Your final exam is scheduled for Monday, December 10
th

 at the regular 

meeting time. You must take the final to pass the course. 

 

 

Disability Services 
 

If you have a need for disability-related accommodations or services,  please inform the Coordinator of 

Disability Services in the Disability Services Office by: coming into the office at 2001 C. B. Hedgcock; 

calling 227-1700; or e-mailing disserv@nmu.edu.  Reasonable and effective accommodations and services 

will be provided to students if requests are made in a timely manner, with appropriate documentation, in 

accordance with federal, state, and University guidelines. 

https://webmail.nmu.edu/src/compose.php?send_to=disserv%40nmu.edu

